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4  C ' S  V I S I B L E  T H I N K I N G  R O U T I N E

C R E A T E D  B Y  R O N  R I C H H A R T ,  H A R V A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y

Challenge: What ideas, positions, or
assumptions do you want to challenge or
argue with in the text?

P U R P O S E :  T h i s  r o u t i n e  p r o v i d e s  l e a r n e r s  w i t h  a  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  a  t e x t -
b a s e d  d i s c u s s i o n  b u i l t  a r o u n d  m a k i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,
i d e n t i f y i n g  k e y  i d e a s ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n .

Connections: What connections do you
draw between the text and your own life
or your other learning?

Concepts: What key concepts or ideas do
you think are important and worth holding
on to from the text?

Changes: What changes in attitudes,
thinking, or action are suggested by the
text, either for you or others?
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